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HISTORY and PURPOSE 
 

    The Texas Aquaculture Associat ion (TAA) was founded in 1988. It  evolved f rom the 
combinat ion of the Cat fish Farmers of Texas and the Crawfish Farmers of Texas in addit ion to 
others pursuing an aquaculture related business. Through dedicat ion and hard work the 
organizat ion has cont inued to grow along wit h the ent ire aquaculture indust ry.   
     TAA is an all iance of  ent it ies with an interest  in aquaculture spanning the commercial  
product ion of channel cat fish, shrimp, hybrid st riped bass, red drum, t ilapia, bait f ish,  
ornamental and t ropical f ish,  stocker f ish, and ornamental plants as well as pond and lake 
management .  
     The role of t he associat ion is to provide an exchange of informat ion and to act  as a voice 
for the Texas aquaculture indust ry in dealing with federal and state regulatory agencies.  
     TAA st rives to assist  it s membership in a variety of ways.  The annual conference provides 
networking between all units f rom the farmer to the retailer including vendors and suppliers 
along with broadening t he educat ion of the consumer.   
     The associat ionÕs website hosts a vast  array of benef icial informat ion such as Board of  
Directors and membership l ists along wit h l inks to inst ruct ive and useful aquaculture 
publicat ions and materials from mult iple sources.  TAA has an Availabil it y List  that  
categorizes resources furnishing stock and recreat ional f ish, food size fish and shel lf ish,  
ornamental and t ropical f ish as well as aquaculture suppliers. 
     Texas AquaNotes is TAAÕs quarterly newslet ter relat ing new developments, upcoming 
events, notes, t idbits,  and short  art icles pertaining to items of  interest  to the it s members.   
TAA contact  and website informat ion is provided in each issue.  
     Educat ion is a l ifet ime choice supported by TAA through it s scholarship programs.  Funds 
are raised throughout  the year to provide scholarships to deserving young men and women.  
The presentat ion of scholarships is also one of the highlights of each yearÕs conference. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 
Vi s i t  our  websi t e:   www. t exasaquacul t ur e. or g 

 
               President of the Board of Directors                                             Executive Secretary 
                             Robert Schmid                                                                  Donna Hanson 
                             P.O. Box 1472         P.O. Box 10584 
                           Waller, TX  77484                                                         College Station, TX 77482 
                         Phone 713-248-2848                                         Phone 979-695-2040   Fax 979-764-2171  
                  E-Mail:  RSchmid2@aol.com                                               E-Mail:  TAA@txaqua.net                         
  
               2006 OFFICERS:                                                                                    PAST PRESIDENTS:            
              President :                     Rober t  Sch m i d                             Bret t  Rowl ey     
              1st Vice President :       Pau l  D or set t                                     Vance Schultze 
              2nd Vice President :      J oh n  T u r ner                  Ji m Ekst rom 
              Secretary:                    M i k e Robi son                 Fr i t z Jaenike 
             Treasurer:                     J ust i n  L y on          Bob Waldrop 

 



Page 2 of 2 

 
TEXAS AQUACULTURE FACTS 

 
Aquaculture is agriculture’s fastest growing sector. The total value of U.S. aquaculture is estimated at $1 billion 

annually and the U.S. industry supports a $167 million annual payroll. 
        Texas’ aquaculture produced 30 million pounds of products in 2006 worth $45 million. The industry continues to 
grow and diversify.  Aquaculture in the Lone Star state makes a total impact of over $135 million a year to the state’s 
economy. Spin-offs from aquaculture include jobs (on farms and in the processing, packaging, cold storage, shipping and 
retailing), agricultural products (corn, wheat, soybeans and other grains and resources used in feeds), marketing and restaurant 
sales. 
 Channel catfish is Texas’ largest aquaculture crop. Twenty million pounds worth $16 million was produced in 2006. 
The catfish industry has now expanded to 3,000 acres of ponds. The state expects to see approximately 24 million pounds of 
catfish produced in 2007 worth an estimated $19.2 million. 
 Pacific White Shrimp, Litopenaeus vannamei, is the second largest, and most valuable, aquatic crop in Texas. In 
2003 a state production record of 9 million pounds made up 75% of pond raised shrimp in the United States. In 2006 five 
million pounds of farm raised shrimp came from the Lone Star state. In the past 15 years, Texas’ aquaculture shrimp industry 
produced 74 million pounds with a farm-gate value of approximately $198 million while generating a $593 million economic 
impact on the state. 
 Currently there are 1,200 acres of hybrid striped bass production in Texas with an estimated 2 million pounds of fish 
harvested yearly. Two red drum fish facilities on the coast have 346 surface acres, producing an average of 2 million pounds 
annually worth $4.2 million. The newest farm donated 30,000 redfish to the state’s inland fisheries stock enhancement 
program in 2005 and 2006 for recreational fishing at three inland power plant cooling lakes. Several Texas tilapia farms 
produce about 600,000 pounds every year. 
 Aquatic plant nurseries and water gardens along with ornamental and tropical fish account for a large fish and plant 
business in Texas. Water gardens generate an estimated $7 million in annual sales. Bait fish, as well as stocker fish for 
recreational ponds, are also big business in the Lone Star state.  
 There is great potential for offshore aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico along the Texas coast. According to the Sea 
Fish Mariculture in Houston, 457 cages could produce the same amount of fish as the entire annual commercial finfish catch of 
the Gulf (194 million pounds). The per capita consumption of seafood continues to rise worldwide due to many reasons, one 
being the health benefits derived from eating seafood and another the ease and variety of dining preparation and choices. 

Texas has wide-ranging aquaculture research and extension programs to aid and benefit their producers. The state also 
boasts a strong support organization in the Texas Aquaculture Association.    

 For more information, please check out www.texasaquaculture.org  
 
PRE SI D EN T ÕS M E SSA GE :  The Wor ld Aquacult ure Societ y (WAS) has i ts t r iennial  conference in 

the Uni ted States once every t hree years. This year  WAS having i t  in San Antonio, Texas, was an opportunit y 
the Texas Aquacult ure Associat ion could not  pass up so we joined in. For  many people i tÕs a chance in a 
l i fet ime. Over 80 count r ies are represented wi t h every species and vast research discussed. As an 
aquacult ur ist i t  is important  to network wit h researchers, vendors and suppl iers, learn new technology and 
ideas, stay current  and get  ahead in your  business. I t  is also a chance to voice your opinions alongside those of 
others whi le gaining knowledge and ski l l . The var iety of sessions on schedule, wit h the huge t rade show, 
offers count less prospects. My hope is everyone at tending wi l l  be most sat isfied they came.  Rober t  Schm i d,  
T AA  Pr esi den t  
      
 

Texas Aquacul t ure Commit t ees and Chairman(s) 
 
                Awards and Scholarships  -  Malcolm Johnson              Membership  -  Vance Schultze 
                Conference  -  Granvil  Treece                                     Nominat ing  -  Frit z Jaenike 
                                      Michael Masser                                                           Harrel l Arms 
                Conference Coordinator  -  Cindy Schmid                     Publicat ion  -  Michael Masser 
                Execut ive Commit tee  -  Robert  Schmid                       Aquacult ure Fest ival  -  Peter Woods 
                Finance  -  Just in Lyon                                                Youth,  Educat ion  
                Legislat ive  -  Malcolm Johnson                                           and Extension  -  Robert  Schmid 
 
                                                                                                                   
For additional information regarding the Texas Aquaculture Association, please contact us 

at TAA@txaqua.net 
Or call President Robert Schmid at 713-248-2848 

or Executive Secretary Donna Hanson at 979-695-2040 


