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HISTORY and PURPOSE

The Texas Aquaculture Association (TAA) was founded in 1988. It evolved from the
combination of the Catfish Farmers of Texas and the Crawfish Farmers of Texas in addition to
others pursuing an aquaculture related business. Through dedication and hard work the
organization has continued to grow along with the entire aquaculture industry.

TAA is an alliance of entities with an interest in aquaculture spanning the commercial
production of channel catfish, shrimp, hybrid striped bass, red drum, tilapia, baitfish,
ornamental and tropical fish, stocker fish, and ornamental plants as well as pond and lake
management.

The role of the association is to provide an exchange of information and to act as a voice
for the Texas aquaculture industry in dealing with federal and state regulatory agencies.

TAA strives to assist its membership in a variety of ways. The annual conference provides
networking between all units from the farmer to the retailer including vendors and suppliers
along with broadening the education of the consumer.

The association website hosts a vast array of beneficial information such as Board of
Directors and membership lists along with links to instructive and useful aquaculture
publications and materials from multiple sources. TAA has an Availability List that
categorizes resources furnishing stock and recreational fish, food size fish and shellfish,
ornamental and tropical fish as well as aquaculture suppliers.

Texas AquaNotes is TAAG quarterly newsletter relating new developments, upcoming
events, notes, tidbits, and short articles pertaining to items of interest to the its members.
TAA contact and website information is provided in each issue.

Education is a lifetime choice supported by TAA through its scholarship programs. Funds
are raised throughout the year to provide scholarships to deserving young men and women.
The presentation of scholarships is also one of the highlights of each year® conference.
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Visit our website: wwvtexasaquaculture.orqg
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TEXAS AQUACULTURE FACTS

Aquaculture is agriculture’s fastest growing sector. The total value of U.S. aquaculture is estimated at $1 billion
annually and the U.S. industry supports a $167 million annual payroll.

Texas’ aquaculture produced 30 million pounds of products in 2006 worth $45 million. The industry continues to
grow and diversify. Aquaculture in the Lone Star state makes a total impact of over $135 million a year to the state’s
economy. Spin-offs from aquaculture include jobs (on farms and in the processing, packaging, cold storage, shipping and
retailing), agricultural products (corn, wheat, soybeans and other grains and resources used in feeds), marketing and restaurant
sales.

Channel catfish is Texas’ largest aquaculture crop. Twenty million pounds worth $16 million was produced in 2006.
The catfish industry has now expanded to 3,000 acres of ponds. The state expects to see approximately 24 million pounds of
catfish produced in 2007 worth an estimated $19.2 million.

Pacific White Shrimp, Litopenaeus vannamel, is the second largest, and most valuable, aquatic crop in Texas. In
2003 a state production record of 9 million pounds made up 75% of pond raised shrimp in the United States. In 2006 five
million pounds of farm raised shrimp came from the Lone Star state. In the past 15 years, Texas’ aquaculture shrimp industry
produced 74 million pounds with a farm-gate value of approximately $198 million while generating a $593 million economic
impact on the state.

Currently there are 1,200 acres of hybrid striped bass production in Texas with an estimated 2 million pounds of fish
harvested yearly. Two red drum fish facilities on the coast have 346 surface acres, producing an average of 2 million pounds
annually worth $4.2 million. The newest farm donated 30,000 redfish to the state’s inland fisheries stock enhancement
program in 2005 and 2006 for recreational fishing at three inland power plant cooling lakes. Several Texas tilapia farms
produce about 600,000 pounds every year.

Aquatic plant nurseries and water gardens along with ornamental and tropical fish account for a large fish and plant
business in Texas. Water gardens generate an estimated $7 million in annual sales. Bait fish, as well as stocker fish for
recreational ponds, are also big business in the Lone Star state.

There is great potential for offshore aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico along the Texas coast. According to the Sea
Fish Mariculture in Houston, 457 cages could produce the same amount of fish as the entire annual commercial finfish catch of
the Gulf (194 million pounds). The per capita consumption of seafood continues to rise worldwide due to many reasons, one
being the health benefits derived from eating seafood and another the ease and variety of dining preparation and choices.

Texas has wide-ranging aquaculture research and extension programs to aid and benefit their producers. The state also
boasts a strong support organization in the Texas Aquaculture Association.

For more information, please check out www.texasaquaculture.org

PRESIDENT® MESSAGE: The World Aquaculture Society (WAS) has its triennial conference in
the United States once every three years. This year WAS having it in San Antonio, Texas, was an opportunity
the Texas Aquaculture Association could not pass up so we joined in. For many people it@ a chance in a
lifetime. Over 80 countries are represented with every species and vast research discussed. As an
aquaculturist it is important to network with researchers, vendors and suppliers, learn new technology and
ideas, stay current and get ahead in your business. It is also a chance to voice your opinions alongside those of
others while gaining knowledge and skill. The variety of sessions on schedule, with the huge trade show,
offers countless prospects. My hope is everyone attending will be most satisfied they came. Robert Schmid,
TAA President

Texas Aquaculture Committees and Chairman(s)

Awards and Scholarships - Malcolm Johnson Membership - Vance Shultze
Conference - Granvil Treece Nominating - Fritz Jaenike

Michael Masser Harrell Arms
Conference Coordinator - Cindy Schmid Publication - Michael Masser
Executive Committee - Robert Schmid Aquaculture Festival - Peter Woods
Finance - Justin Lyon Youth, Education
Legislative - Malcolm Johnson and Extension - Robert Schmid

For additional information regarding the Texas Aquaculture Association, please contact us
at TAA@txaqua.net
Or call President Robert Schmid at 713-248-2848
or Executive Secretary Donna Hanson at 979-695-2040
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